RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN IRAN

assembly, necessitated by the war conditions and by specific pledges
contained in the Tripartite Treaty.

Iran -was pledged to liberalism, but instead she obtained some-
thing that resembled anarchy. Various political groups vented their
feelings of hatred and revenge against the old regime, and particu-
larly against the deposed ruler. At the same time they heaped abuse
upon their rivals, upon the governments actually in office, and upon
particular cabinet ministers. The level of political dispute was low.
The invectives and vocabulary used by the newspapers would nor-
mally in the West lead to a series of libel suits. The internal situa-
tion was marked by growing instability and constant shifting of
forces. The lack of traditional political parties with clear-cut pro-
grams and aims only confused the picture, for often the issues were
purely personal among die competing politicians. The consequences
of the removal of Reza Shah were soon felt in the provinces where
the tribes, hitherto kept in submission to the central authority, now
raised their heads to defy the government. The sudden liberalizing
of internal conditions also released forces of an antiliberal character,
either of the extreme right wing, such as the resurgent Shia clergy, or
the Communists.

Simultaneously economic conditions in the country were worsen-
ing.4 The sudden stoppage of normal sources of supply and of normal
outlets for produce caused shortages of many necessities. The pur-
chases that were made by the foreign armies contributed to an un-
healthy stimulation of the market. The Allies monopolized the Trans-
iranian Railway as well as the motor transport and confiscated almost
all the trucks In the country. This produced havoc in the Iranian
transportation system, and normal economic exchange between out-
lying parts of the country was greatly impeded. The division of the
country into two zones of occupation only deepened these difficulties.
Prices rose. Before long Iran suffered acutely from wild inflation,
surpassed in its intensity perhaps only by that in China.

* This study being devoted chiefly to the presentation of political issues affecting
Iran, it would be outside its scope to describe fully all the vicissitudes of Iranian
wartime economy. Readers interested in more technical aspects of the economic
problems should acquaint themselves with A. C. Millspaugh's Americans in Persia
Washington, 1946), which contains the fullest account yet presented of that
subject
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